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The year is almost over and boy what an outstanding year this has been for the USAPA and the thousands of pickleball players everywhere. The reason for this growth is all because of you and people like you.  Just about everywhere you look for courts you will find pickleball included.  What was once a tennis community is either now a mixture of tennis and pickleball or all pickleball.  There is so much going on that there is no way I could even begin summarize 2016. So, the next best thing is to devote the next newsletter to the highlights of 2016. I know each USAPA region has lots to brag about.  Until next year we say,  from the USAPA Board, Staff and thousands of ambassadors and volunteers, we simply close this year with Happy Holidays and may you have a healthy and prosperous 2017. Send those top 2016 stories to newsletter@usapa.org.


Bob Nibarger
USAPA Newsletter Editor


Join the USAPA on Facebook 



Join the USAPA on Instagram 


	Reflections of Mark Friedenberg
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If you’ve been playing pickleball for any length of time, you most likely know of the Friedenberg name. Yes, there is a Friedenberg that currently runs Pro-Lite Paddles, that is Neil, my son. I’m from the older generation of pickleball players, going back more than 30 years. During that time, I’ve earned my fair share of National Championships and awards; and even published a book, “The Official Pickleball Handbook,” soon to be in it’s 3rd Edition. On top of all of that, my friends and I started the USAPA.

The USAPA was formed to be the governing body for the pickleball rules. It now has a membership base of nearly 17,000 players. It also provides player rankings and ratings, offers grants, certifies referees and has over 1,400 ambassadors throughout North America. I strongly believe that it is the USAPA and the ambassadors that helped pickleball explode – truly making it America’s fastest growing sport.  

I’ve been around long enough to see this game change (for the better) as we have attracted more and more top athletes. The level of competition has contributed to the growth of the sport, often attracting local media – I often get calls from TV and radio producers, newspaper and magazine editors for interviews.

Thinking back to my first introduction to pickleball in 1989, I remember getting beat quite a bit – of course, “beat” is an understatement; I would get crushed. But I learned quickly what this game is all about; in 1992 I played my first tournament and that’s when the learning really happened. I was quickly finding out how the game was being played at the higher levels…  it wasn’t just a “banger game.”

In my first tournament, I was playing men’s doubles with one of the top women in the state. We finished second to two of the top men in the state, both of whom are my current partners. At that time, there wasn’t a governing body for pickleball. There were a few tournaments across the country, but nothing was formalized. Shortly thereafter, Sid Williams, who had been running tournaments on his own since the 1980s, along with a few players, created the original USA Pickleball Association. In addition, they created the first booklet of pickleball rules, The Pickleball Tournament Rulebook.

By early 1999, Sid decided to pass the baton to me and Frank Candelario, owner of the Ultra-Lite Paddle Company. Frank provided prizes and funded many of Sid’s tournaments.  Frank and I agreed that he would become President of the USAPA and I would be Vice-President and Tournament Director.

In February, 2004 during the Arizona Senior Olympics in Surprise, AZ, a meeting of about 50 players was conducted for the purpose of taking over the USAPA (by players in Surprise) to be more effectively run and to focus on growing the game. I offered the corporation to these players. But unfortunately nothing happened at that time. In December 2004, I bought the Ultra-Lite Paddle Company from Frank, renamed it Pro-Lite Sports and also received full ownership of the USAPA.

On the walls of the US Naval Academy, there is a phrase, “If not you, who? If not now, when?” Those words forced me to start growing this exciting game. Three months after receiving full ownership of the USAPA, I created the new USAPA along with Steve Wong and, in the process, created a strong Board of Directors that could grow this exciting game. Although many of the original board members have now moved on, Phil Mortensen continues to fill his role as General Counsel and Earl Hill is still working hard with the ambassador corps. I could not be more happy with how the USAPA has grown over the years and developed into an amazing organization.

Today, I spend my summers in Seattle and winters in Surprise, but I like to travel throughout the country for different big tournaments. I still keep up with Pro-Lite, but the company is in great hands with Neil at the helm and my daughter Julie helping with paddle design and our new website.
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St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital

ALSAC » Danny Thomas, Founder
Finding cures. Saving children.










What’s in a Hug?

At the ambassador dinner during National VIII, the first lady of pickleball, my wife, Nancy Jordan presented a challenge to all ambassadors and clubs.  In a world where we all could use a hug, it was her idea that everyone should have a hundred hugs and collect a dollar per hug to donate to the research at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,  USAPA’s designated charity. She received a hundred hugs during the National Tournament and donated $100 to St. Jude. Several others joined in and matched her contribution and we were able to donate over $600 to them just from the ambassador dinner.  During the tournament we raised over $1,600, including a $500 donation from the Palm Creek Pickleball Club that went to St. Jude.  

We call on all ambassadors and/or clubs to join the challenge Nancy has issued and follow the example of the Palm Creek Club, to join in our hug-a-thon to raise as much as we can for St. Jude.  Nancy and I will have been married for 50 years in February of 2017 and Jack and Joan Thomas celebrated their 50th anniversary this past July.  In honor of those 50 years, each couple will be donating $500 to the campaign in remembrance of all the hugs we have received from our fabulous pickleball community over the years.  Join us and the USAPA by donating $10 per year of marriage to celebrate all those wonderful hugs you have received and to help St. Jude wipe out childhood cancer.  

For more information on St. Jude Children’s Hospital visit: www.stjude.org.

Donations are tax deductible and should be sent to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital at:
     ALSAC/St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
     501 St. Jude Place
     Memphis, TN 38105
     Attention: Alex Fountain

Make checks payable to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and note USAPA Pickleball and your region.
Pickleball For All Ages
BY JOHN GULLO

CLEARFIELD — George Snell, 83, and his daughter and teammate Stephanie Povey, 57, competed at the Rocky Mountain Classic Pickleball Tournament on Friday, Nov. 25, at the Clearfield Aquatic and Fitness Center.
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George Snell, 83, hugs his daughter and teammate Stephanie Povey, 57, while talking to opponent Jill Ganer after losing an intense game of pickleball during the Rocky Mountain Classic Pickleball Tournament on Friday, Nov. 25, 2016, at the Clearfield Aquatic and Fitness Center.

Snell, a retired family physician of 36 years and the father of eight children, has only been playing pickleball for a year now, but has always led an active life. As a child, he played basketball in the winter and tennis in the summer. In his 40s, he began running, which led to competing in triathlons in his 50s. While raising his kids, Snell made sure to “indoctrinate” them on the importance of leading a healthy life.

“It was never go out and play basketball…he was the one out there with us,” said Snell's daughter and teammate, Stephanie Povey, 57. "It was never him sending us out to play. I admire him deeply for how he has maintained his physical health through the years and hope when I’m 83, I’m still out here doing it.” 

Colorado Springs Hosts the USAPA Great Plains Regional Tournament

Colorado Springs' historic Monument Valley Park was the site of the largest tournament held to date in the USAPA Great Plains region, September 7 – 11.

Approximately 350 players played on 15 new post-tensioned courts over the course of the five-day event. Since the tournament is a skill-within-age competition every age group and skill group competed equally for the beautiful Made in the USA medals.

In addition, many nationally ranked players drew large crowds of onlookers.

USAPA Regional Directors Steve and Ramona Boone had high praise for the city's new courts and for the many volunteers from the Pikes Peak Pickleball Association that made the tournament so successful.

"We owe the biggest thank you to Sherry Fairchild who organized all the work teams, each day's play, and awarded medals to each day's winners" said Ramona Boone. Sherry noted that "...the venue is in an inviting beautiful park with Pikes Peak gazing down from 14,000 feet."

To a person, the competitors gave high marks to the tournament and most are planning to return in 2017, according to Fairchild.

Beautiful weather, mountain vistas, and lots to see and do, including world-class pickleball, is on the menu each September in Colorado Springs.

Come and join the fun!

The Pikes Peak Pickleball Association and City Work Together to Create World-Class Courts
The USAPA Great Plains Regional Pickleball Regional Tournament held September 7 - 11 was definitely a huge success.  (See above article.)  Fifteen new world-class courts contributed to that success.
After five years of the Pikes Peak Pickleball Asssociation (PPPA) working closely with the City of Colorado Springs, the new pickleball courts became a reality just days before the tournament began.  A community working together made the dream possible.  The PPPA not only worked with the city but with foundations and caring citizens who gave generous donations.  The final contribution to the courts project by the PPPA was $220,000.  The special courts are made of post-tensioned concrete and are expected to last 50 years.
As the recent tournament came to a close, the new courts beckoned players to return next year for the third annual USAPA Great Plains Regional Pickleball tournament – and for many years to come.
Proposed USAPA Sanctioned Tournament Ratings System
BY CHRIS THOMAS, USAPA RATINGS CHAIR

This article will update USAPA members on the current status regarding the potential new match-based and computerized tournament ratings system. (Editors Note:  At the USAPA Nationals, we caught up with Chris - click the arrow to watch the video
).   In September, 2016, the USAPA received four vendor submittals in response to the USAPA Request for Proposal (RFP) for a ratings system.  A USAPA evaluation committee then reviewed and scored each vendor’s proposal. I am pleased to announce that the evaluation committee selected two vendors who scored sufficiently high enough to proceed on to the next steps in the process.  Those two vendors are: Athlete Ratings and Grantstone (pickleballratings.com). The next step will be for the evaluation committee to conduct phone conferences with each of these two vendors, in order to ask questions, gather more information and provide an opportunity for the vendor to ask questions of USAPA.  These phone conferences are scheduled for December, 2016. Future steps in the process include selection of a primary vendor, contract negotiations and testing.  I will keep members and players advised via both Pickleball Magazine and the USAPA Newsletter of any significant developments regarding this critical project.  Please send any questions or comments to Chris at:  ratingschair@usapa.org.

Jermstad Named USAPA Ambassador Chair
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The USAPA Board of Directors, at their December meeting, elected C.J. Jermstad to replace Jack Thomas as the new Ambassador Chair.  The Ambassador Chair is a member of the USAPA Board of Directors and will serve a new a 2 year term beginning in January.  Carrie is no stranger to the USAPA and currently serves as the Regional Director for the USAPA Great Lakes region.  Her successor will be featured in next month’s newsletter.

C.J., as she is known, replaces Jack Thomas.  Jack will remain on the Board and will serve as Vice President. C.J. provided the following comment regarding her commitment to pickleball  “In three short years, pickleball has become a way of life for me. From first learning how to play the game, becoming a local ambassador, attending my first Nationals and eventually becoming the Great Lakes Regional Director, pickleball has become as much a part of the Jermstad family life as spending time on our boat on Lake Michigan”.

USPA welcomes C.J. and would like to provide a hearty thank you to Jack Thomas who has provided his guidance and leadership  to our current force of 1,000+ USAPA ambassadors.

To learn more about the Ambassador program, visit www.usapa.org/usapa-ambassadors/.
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Thanks to Linda and Lynn Laymon  

For the past five years Linda and Lynn Laymon have served as USAPA Board members.  They began by chairing the Newsletter Committee which was responsible for the USAPA newsletter.  Their efforts allowed our members to be informed of current happenings with the USAPA as well as the latest news in the world of pickleball.  In 2015 their efforts shifted to the Training Committee.  This committee was responsible for the development of the referee certification program and a start to a Pickleball Teaching program.  As witnessed at National VIII, the referee certification is now in full swing because of the effort of this committee.

Linda and Lynn notified the USAPA board last month that they would be stepping away from this responsibility and off the USAPA Board.  They will be missed and their contribution to the sport will not be forgotten by the many pickleball players who they came in contact with over the years.  We wish them well in the future and look forward to seeing them on the pickleball court.      

Good luck and thank you Linda and Lynn

USAPA Board of Directors

2017 State Games of America
Grand Rapids, MI
August 3-6, 2017
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Registration Information
Space Is Limited, So Register Early!
All gold, silver, and bronze medalists from the National Congress of State Games Member State programs (Winter and Summer) in 2015, 2016 and prior to July 1, of 2017 are eligible to compete in the 2017 tournament.  All pickleball medalists from any previous State Games of America are eligible to compete.

If you're a resident of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, or Ontario, Canada, you may register.  You do not have be a medal winner.  Your residency qualifies you.

For all other states, the player (with the exception of doubles/mixed teams) must have qualified in 2015-2017 in a participating state of the National Congress of State Games.  For doubles/mixed teams, at least one member of the team must be a medal winner of a qualifying state.

This will be an indoor tournament with 14-15 courts.  Estimated attendance is 300-500 players in a four-day event.  Registration may be limited depending on the numbers to register.   This will be a sanctioned tournament and volunteers for refereeing are always needed.

See stategamesofamerica.com for detailed information and register at pickleballtournaments.com.  During registration you will be asked to enter the state and year you qualified for the 2017 tournament.

Pickleball Clubs - Part I -
BY BOB NIBARGER, USAPA COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR

Every pickleball club has or will experience growing pains when it comes to developing their rules and policies.  Some clubs keep it simple and pretty much run their club by a coordinator or committee. Larger clubs, like Pebble Creek in AZ, elect a president and board of directors.  Pebble Creek has over 1,000 members and 22 courts which would mandate this high level of organization.  I always get questions on what is the best approach to ensure everyone is included but also develop a means for the higher skill players to play at their level. I have included several of the most common ways to organize.  I am anxious to hear from you and I will post subsequent comments in the next newsletter.  You may send your ideas to the email address listed at the end of this article.

1. No Coordination - there is no recognized pickleball coordinator.  Players schedule their own court times or divisions by skill or simply play mixed skill levels. Players self assign themselves to any skill level.  This usually works when there are plenty of courts and for those clubs who desire mostly a social or non-competitive play atmosphere.

2. Volunteer Coordinator - Some clubs find it necessary to have a higher but still informal means of pickleball coordination.  Many times a volunteer coordinator is self-appointed and volunteers their time on behalf of the club.  The coordinator works with a small group of member players to schedule court times, conducts training and serves as a referee as disputes occur.

3. Appointed Coordinator - The appointed coordinator performs basically the same duties as the volunteer coordinator. The main difference is he or she has more authority to exercise and enforce club rules and policies, assign skill level play, and manage court schedules.  

4. Pickleball Committee - Some clubs run their programs by committee.  The committee is responsible for training, skill assessments, fund raising, establishing rules and conducts the general business of the club.  The committee may or may not be appointed or elected by the total membership of the club.

5. HOA Committee - In some communities that have a homeowner's association, there is a standing committee.  This level incorporates all activities as noted above but also has a higher level of organization and authority as power is granted to their board to operate by the Master HOA.

6. Private Clubs - Private pickleball clubs are organized and is perhaps the most strict form of organization.  By that I mean, the club controls everything.  Members are usually selected from a set skill set and are by invitation only.  Many times, private clubs will rent court space for both indoor and outdoor play.  Private clubs have both advantages and disadvantages.  Private clubs have fees that can run several hundred dollars.

7. 501 (c)  (3) Corporation - Additional level of organization is the formation of a non-profit corporation.  Consult a financial specialist for this level of organization.

In summary, there are many choices.  You choice will depend on how formal you want to organize your club.  Please send us your ideas to newsletter@usapa.org.

USAPA Community Grant Recipient
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November 15, 2016

Johnny Payne & Lee Nelson competed in the Age 65-69 Men’s Doubles Competition and won the BRONZE Metal. Johnny is in the 70-74 age group but in the Masters Games of Alabama team events, the pair must compete in the age group of the younger person (Lee is 65).  Lula Echols & Vallie Tutt won the BRONZE medal in the Age 70-74 Women’s Double Competition.  Vallie Tutt is 90 years old but she was willing to try something new!  Pictured below is Lee Nelson & Eusebia Sanderson showing off the SILVER Medals they won in the Age 65-69 Mixed Doubles Competition. I would like to think that they would have won the GOLD Medal but they had to forfeit because Eusebia was playing ROOK when it was time for their Championship match to begin. All was not lost because she did win the SILVER Medal in ROOK!
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Eusebia became interested in pickleball because it was like tennis, which she had stop playing because it was too physically taxing for her, now. Pickleball was just what the doctor ordered for her because she could play indoors in the gym and the pickleball court is smaller than a tennis court. Her bad knees would at least let her cover part of the court in doubles! She became a member of the USAPA and immediately applied for a USAPA Community Grant for the Fairfield Senior Center.

This is the first time any of them had competed in a tournament.  In fact, the first time they had even seen a pickleball & paddle was in June of this year at the Trussville Recreation Center where they were competing in the MGA district games. She encouraged Linda Vinson, the Senior Activities Director at the Bessemer Center to submit a proposal to Alton Woodard, Recreation Facility Director for the City of Bessemer, to purchase pickleball equipment for their new Health & Wellness Center.  The Bessemer Center has two pickleball systems.  Lee Nelson, who is a member of the Bessemer Center was already familiar with pickleball because he had played paddle ball when he lived in Atlanta. Eusebia became the rules expert and helped the Bessemer Center begin their pickleball program.

Eusebia hopes to get more of the Fairfield seniors involved in the sport. They started out with an unofficial size portable net and some wooden paddles the four of them purchased themselves. The USAPA Community Grant the Fairfield Senior Center received will provide an official size portable Net System, pickleballs and court markings.
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USAPA Endorses Trackithub
Club Management Software Now Offered FREE    
USAPA is pleased to announce we have officially endorsed TrackitHub Inc. TrackitHub organizes and runs ladder leagues/shootouts, manages players, offers an event/invitation program similar to sign-up genius, and also provides a communication tool for club administrators. 

TrackitHub’s innovative program simplifies the administrative tasks that pickleball clubs experience by automating all processes. It is the most sophisticated pickleball club management program on the market and is provided to all pickleball clubs and their players for FREE! TrackitHub’s straightforward training and user-friendly interface makes running a ladder-league very easy. 

Click here to open TackitHub and create a FREE club or player account today!

USAPA Live "Social Media" Coverage Born in 2016
Flashback - Several of you may not have seen some of our live video streams.  So, we have attached one of our more popular matches between Simone Jardim and Lucy Kovalova.  Also we carried the Royal Oak, MI tournament, Tournament of Champions (TOC), and Las Vegas tournaments.

Special thanks to our tournament directors David and Lenny who helped us place the the medal matches at center court.

Click on the following link https://youtu.be/s40v80qKzSw
Dave W. and Stephanie also does promos for us - Click on the link below
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn8NVXxn0Xs&feature=youtu.be
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USAPA Launches New Membership Software
MemberLeap Provides Fully Automated, Real-time Registrations/Renewals and more!
As shared in a previous member notice, we activated the new USAPA membership software the week before Christmas and we're happy to report that the transition is going very well.  Once the system was ready, we initiated a member-wide, automated email that welcomed all current members to the new system and provided them with their temporary username and password so they could access their member profile and begin accessing member-only content on usapa.org.
 

With the transition nearly complete and functionality now working as intended, we will be turning our attention to the various roles and needs for our regional directors, district ambassadors and local ambassadors.  Once these roles are assigned, we will schedule training sessions they can begin viewing data, running reports, etc.

As you explore the new system: 

· Be sure to use the 'Welcome Letter' you received via email on Dec. 19 or 20 - it contains your temporary username and password 
· You can now print your USAPA Membership Card right on-line from your personal member profile page
· When applying/renewing and paying on-line your membership expiration date is updated in real-time processing
· You can now self-update your personal contact information at any time as your needs change
· You now have access to the Members Only area right from your Membership Information page. This will continue to grow and expand over time. 
HURRY – STILL TIME TO GET YOUR
10% MEMBER DISCOUNT at USAPASTORE.COM
Special member promotion celebrating the new store launch expires Dec. 31, 2016
As mentioned in a member notice earlier this month and again in the December issue of Pickleball Magazine, the much anticipated USAPA merchandise store is now official open! In case you missed the announcement, click here .

Click the image below and check out our current line of men’s women’s and junior apparel!


 

This month's Newsletter sponsors








2016 USAPA Nationals VIII Recap   
November 5-13, 2016 (Palm Creek – Casa Grande, AZ)[image: image16.jpg]NOVEMBER 5-13, 2016 « LASA GRANDE, ARIZONA





36 States Represented
2 Canadian Provinces Represented
858 Paid Number of Players (774 played)
Over 500 Volunteers
2,088 Matches
157 Referees and 23 USAPA Certified Referees for all medal matches
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Watch the USAPA Nationals VIII Highlight Video by Pickleball Channel

 USAPA Nationals VIII On-Demand Matches 
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Watch a nice mix of Open and Sr. Open (and even a great junior match) on the USAPA Network.  There is no cost to view however, you will need to create a free Enetlive account. Click here for details. 


 

 USAPA Nationals VIII Medal Winners 
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To see results for all medal winners from Nationals VIII events, Click Here. To see podium photos of all medal winners, Click Here




 


 USAPA Nationals VIII Photos 
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All official USAPA Nationals VIII photos were taken by Tom Gottfried and his amazing crew.  Please know that all photos contained in the following link are provided for the enjoyment of our players and are not authorized for commercial use without the expressed written permission of USAPA. To view and enjoy: Click Here

 FREE USAPA Nationals VIII e-Program 

Click the cover image to open and read.

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


 

 2017 USAPA National Championships 
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The 2017 USAPA National Championships are scheduled for November 4-12, 2017 at the Palm Creek Golf & RV Resort in Casa Grande, Arizona.  Palm Creek is located approx. 45 minutes south of downtown Phoenix, Arizona. Players will enjoy a wide variety of restaurants, shopping and entertainment options just minutes away.  Registration for this event will open mid-to-late summer 2017
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